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THE PARLIAMENT OF UGANDA

PETITION

(Moved under Rule 30 of the Rules of Procedure)

TIIE HUMBLE PETITION by more than five hundred vendors operating in
Soroti Ciry Market, presented by Hon. Acom Joan Alobo, District Woman
Rcprcscntativc, Soroti Ciry.

SHOWETH AND STATES THAT-

1. Your humble petitioners are vendors operating in Soroti City Market, a

market constructed by the Government of Uganda under the Markets
and Agricultural Trade Improvement Program (MATIP 2);

2. Yovr petitioners are aggrieved by the interference in the allocation of
stalls and lock-ups in Soroti City Market by some political leaders and
technical staff in the Ciry leading to the exclusion of the bona-f,rde

market vendors from the allocation process;

3. Your humble petitioners aver that-
(a) Soroti City Market is one of the markets constructed by thc

Govemment of Uganda with the aim of reducing poverfy through
the enhancement of commercialization of agricultural produce;

(b) upon completion of the construction of the market in 2020,
Govemment, through the Ministry of Trade and Tourism.
providcd guidelines for the operation of the market inciudingr
forming an Allocations Committee which would work, in
collaboration with the city authorities to ensure smooth allocation
oflock-ups and ffade order;
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(c) the city authorities, including the Principal Communrry
Development Officer, the Crty Clerk, Office of the Mayor and the
Resident City Commissioner have interfered in the lock-ups and
stalls allocatron processes by-

(i) disregarding and flouting the allocatron procedures and
guidehnes issued by the Ministry of Trade and Tourmm;

(ii) inegularly and illegally usurping the powers and mandate
of the Allocations Committee to allocate stalls and lock-
ups to persons who are not eligible for allocation of lock
ups and stalls;

(iii)failing to provide leadership and resolve disputes that
emerge and instead, connive with other ciry authorities to
disfranchise bona-fide lock up and stalls owners;

(rv) refusing to issue allocation lcttcrs and cxccutc tcnancy
agreements with vendors allocated market stalls and [ock-
ups. making it impossible to prove ownership of stalls and
lock-ups and affecting their securiry of tenancy;

(d) Your humble petitroners further aver that as a result of interference
with the allocation process by city authorities, trade order has becn
adversely affected and as a result, vendors face a number of
challenges, rncluding-

(0 illegal arrest and detentron, extortion and bribery, high
markct dues and rates. threats and rntimidatron,
unwarranted evrction;

(ir) lack of a streamlined trusted market vendor-led-
leadership;

(iri) lack of vendor consultation in the decision making
processes;
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(iv) gross mismanagement of the operations of the market

vendor's SACCO to the detrrment of the vendors;

Your petitioners aver that interference with the market stalls and lock-up
allocatron process and the general mismanagement of Soroti City Market has
negatlvely affected trade order in the market and frustrated a noble
Govemment program to the detriment of the people of Soroti Ciry;

NOW, TIDREFORE, your humble petitroners pray that -

(a)the relevant Committee of Parliament investigates this matter and

makes recommendarlons to the House;

(b)Parliament directs the Auditor General to carry our a forensrc audit on
the management of Soroti City Market;

AND your humble Petitioners as in duty bound wrll ever pray:

AND hereto your humble Petitioners have appended their signatures.
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SOROTI CITY MARKET VENDORS PETITION TO THE SPEAKER AND MEMBERS OF

PARLIAMENT OF THE REPUEIIC OF UGANDA.

THROUGH THE WOMAN MEMBER OF PARTIAMENT, SOROTI C!W.

(:rF 1 I (t- ll, t'1 tl ).J7

RiBht Honorable Speaker and

Honorable Members of Parhament,

1.0. Preamble

1,

, ,

ir l: DIVED
I It
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!^NT Ot
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This petition is presented to you on behalf of the aggrieved, threatened and oppressed vendors

doing business in Soroti City main ma.ket.

Rt. Hon. Speaker and hon. Members of parliament of the republic of Uganda Soroti city market
rs among the modern markets constructed by government of Uganda under MATIP 2. The

purpose of this market is to improve business targetinS the local vendors who are doin8
business in Soroti main market. The strategic location of this market in Soroti city now signifies

the importance of our city to the economy of Teso. By extension, this means that its tnckle-
down effect must benefit not iust So?oti city but also the entire drstflcts that surround Soroti

namely; Kumi, Ngora, Bukedea, Kaberamaido, Kalaki, Amuria, Katakwi, Serere and the country

at large.

Rt. Hon. Speaker and hon. Members because of this importance this market serves, the

Bovernment throu8h the Ministry of Trade and lndustry provided gurdelines for the operatron

of the market giving vendors responsibility to orSanize and form a committee of all allocation of
the lock ups and together with the city authorities ne8otiate affordable rates in order for
fairness, transparency and manageable rates so that the oblectives and Boals of constructing a

modern market are achieved.

. The committee was given guidelines to follow during allocation. Five categorres of vendors to
benefit from the stalls included. 1. The vendors who had constructed lockups on land leased by

council. 2. The vendors who were allocated council built units on council land. 3. The vendors

renting units from those with council allocated units.4. The vendors renting units from those

who built units on leased land from council. 5. The vendors who were sub rentees. The

committee was given 21 workrng days to complete its task and provide its report with a full list
of vendors who would be provrded wlth allocation letters.

It's important for everyone, with you members of parliament occupyinB the driving seat in

making su.e that the Btant market doesn't become a white elephant. There should be no reason

whatsoever to fail the intended goals and objectives for the establishment of this gift of a



modern market to the ordrnary lJganda vendors workinB. The city council and the market
vendors would then siBn tenancy aBreements before any operations would be8in.

Rt. Honorable Speaker and members of the au8ust house, the constitution and other laws give

you, Rt. Honorable speaker and members the right to intervene in any matter concerning the
public for purpose of achieving peace, order, development and Bood governance of the
country. And other than you no other person, body or association has powers to make any law,

regulation or rule except under authority conferred by this august house.

2.0. Background

Rt. Honorable speaker and honorable members, the construction of Soroti modern
market was completed in 2020 and started full operation in 2020/11122. atter

commissioning by HE. The President Gen. Yoweri Kaguta Tibuhaburwa Museveni.

Thrs modern market structures accommodates approximately 1300 vendors. The

Market was opened to the general public and specifically to the stakeholders of the Soroti

market on the 22id November 202020 by His Excellence YTK Museveni.

The guidelines provided by the Mrnistry of Trade and lndustry was to ensure smooth allocation,

trade order and organized vendors under able leadership.

Rt. Honorable Speaker and Honorabie members of parliament, as the concerned

vendors, we want to thank the Bovernment of republic of Uganda and H E. Gen. Yowerr

Tubuhaburwa KaBUta Museveni for hrs pragmatlc and visionary leadership step in the

direction of fighting poverty in Teso and Uganda generally. For we know as a matter of
fact that this market was constructed out of the governments large goal of poverty

eradication proiect which to help uplift the most ordinary traders get involved in the

money market and fight poverty.

3.0. what is the problem?

Rt. Honorable speaker and members, because the procedures and guidelines were deliberately

flaunted and any attempt to raise complaints are gaged, the vendors problems are dwindftng of
working capital, collapse of businesses and many risk being arrested for defaultrng tn loan

payments, and violent confrontatlons Thesd problems are occasioned by the followinB;
hiiacking of the role of the allocation committee, absence of allocation letters and tenancy
atreements, unnecessary arrests of vendors, exlortion and bribery, hiBh rates of stalls, water
and electricity, frequent lack of electracity in the market, threats and intimidation , unwarranted

eviction of vendors amonB others.



These aforementioned challenBes have become complete obstacle to achieving the intended

obiectrves for which this Biant structure was established and if unattended to can turn it to a
white elephant.

1. THE ROLE OF THE ALLOCATION COMMITTEE WAS HUACKED.

When the committee completed category l and 2, the PCDO delrberately halted the
operatrons of the committee and eventually took over the role. The allocatron

committee failed to finish its work , subsequently it could not submit its report that
would contain details of vendors. As a result of hi,ackinB the process vendors do not
have allocation and tenancy agreements setting rn array ofconfusion in occupation.

Attempts to petition the office of the RCC worsened and magnified the problem. The

RCC also tot rnvolved in allocatint stalls and throwrnt out bonafrde occupants even after
the commissioner of trade intervened.

2. OPERATION WITHOUT ALLOCATION LETTERS AND TENANCY AGREEMENTS.

Vendors have no allocatlon letters and tenancy agreements with the crty authofltie

Rt. Honorable speaker and honorable members allow me enumerate some of the rssues that rf
not addressed promptly, urgently and with the wit, firmness it dese.ves, the good farth and

intention of both H.E Gen. Yoweri Kaguta Museveni and government generally will be wasted:

a. Absence of streamlined trustable leadership in the market

The semblance of leadership in the market was last constituted way before 2013. So much has

since taken place, we have not had any renewal of mandate. This condition has left the
stakeholders disenchanted especially by the charrperson who now acts as a loner, takes

decisrons unilaterally and in the most dictatorial manner ever been. The loner chairperson with

his handpicked executives operate as thouBh they are above the law. Every evidence

observable rs that they are picking their orders elsewhere not on the mandate Biven to them by

the vendors.

b. The legality of the market vendors' Association

The other issue of concern is the legal stand of the market vendors' associatron

c. The gross mismanaBement of the market vendors SACCO

d. Concealment of critical information that would otherwise benefit the vendors of the
market



lnterference, connlvance and tntimtdatlon of outspoken vendors from securrty offices
especially the office of Resident Ctry Commissroner, PCDO, Clty Clerk and the mayor's
office.

Rt. Honorable speaker and members of parliament, person occupying these offtces, instead
of facilitating and overseeing the process of allocatron of stalls to rightful stakeholder have
instead become roadblock to the process. They have used their offices to allocate stalls to
therr friends, relatives and agents.

f. The failure to complete the allocation and double allocation of stalls to some persons

4.0. Our prayers

Rt. Honorable speaker and Honorable members of parliament; like the law dictum states, that
lustrce must not only be done must be seen to be done, we wrsh to put forward our prayers
that we think that if granted, properly and promptly implemented, the Sorotr city will be able to
reap more than everyone ever imagined from the existence ofthe Soroti ctty market and its
vendors;

a. Forensic audit be done immediately in the market
b. Accounts arrdit on the accounts operation of the market SACCO also be carrred out

immediately and all sltnatories be made to account for anV illegalttics found
c. Streamline the process of leadership by cause transparent election of leaders in the

market
d. A ow the allocation committee to complete the process of valrdation, registration and

allocation of stalls to authenttcated vendors.
e. Audit and clarify legality of the market vendors' Association, trading on behalf of the

vendors.

f Restrain offices of RCC, PCDO and others from interference, connivance and
rntrmidation of vendors who are questtontnt their lllegal actions.

5.0. Conclusion

Rt. Honorable speaker and Honorable members of parltament, we petition on those critical
issues wlth unresolvable farth and trust in your capabilitres office and roles. The issues in this
market are reachin8 a very bad level but can still be redeemed and the best offlces to handle
and reverse this bad trend is you Rt. Honorable speaker and honorable members.

The undersigned are the petitioners.

e
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