THE PARLIAMENT OF UGANDA
PETITION
(Moved under Rule 30 of the Rules of Procedure)

THE HUMBLE PETITION by more than five hundred vendors operating in
Soroti City Market, presented by Hon. Acom Joan Alobo, District Woman
Representative, Soroti City.

SHOWETH AND STATES THAT-

1. Your humble petitioners are vendors operating in Soroti City Market, a
market constructed by the Government of Uganda under the Markets
and Agricultural Trade Improvement Program (MATIP 2);

2. Your petitioners are aggriecved by the interference in the allocation of
stalls and lock-ups in Soroti City Market by some political leaders and
technical staff in the City leading to the exclusion of the bona-fide
market vendors from the allocation process;

3. Your humble petitioners aver that-
(a) Soroti City Market is one of the markets constructed by the
Government of Uganda with the aim of reducing poverty through
the enhancement of commercialization of agricultural produce;

(b) upon completion of the construction of the market in 2020,
Government, through the Ministry of Trade and Tourism,
provided guidelines for the operation of the market including;
forming an Allocations Committee which would work, 1n
collaboration with the city authorities to ensure smooth allocation
of lock-ups and trade order;
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(c)

(d)
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the city authorities, including the Principal Community
Development Officer, the City Clerk, Office of the Mayor and the
Resident City Commissioner have interfered in the lock-ups and
stalls allocatton processes by-

(i) disregarding and flouting the allocation procedures and
guidelines issued by the Ministry of Trade and Tourism;

(ii) irregularly and illegally usurping the powers and mandate
of the Allocations Committee to allocate stalls and lock-
ups to persons who are not eligible for allocation of lock
ups and stalls;

(ii)failing to provide leadership and resolve disputes that
emerge and instead, connive with other city authorities to
disfranchise bona-fide lock up and stalls owners;

(wv) refusing to issue allocation letters and exccute tenancy
agreements with vendors allocated market stalls and lock-
ups, making it impossible to prove ownership of stalls and
lock-ups and affecting their security of tenancy;

Your humble petitioners further aver that as a result of interference
with the allocation process by city authorities, trade order has been
adversely affected and as a result, vendors face a number of
challenges, including-

(1) 1illegal arrest and detention, extortion and bribery, high
market dues and rates, threats and intimidation,
unwarranted eviction;

(i) lack of a streamlined trusted market vendor-led-
leadership;

(i) lack of vendor consultation in the decision making
processes,



(iv) gross mismanagement of the operations of the market
vendor's SACCO to the detriment of the vendotrs;

Your petitioners aver that interference with the market stalls and lock-up
allocation process and the general mismanagement of Soroti City Market has
negatively affected trade order in the market and frustrated a noble
Government program to the detriment of the people of Soroti City;

NOW, THEREFORE, your humble petitioners pray that -

(a)the relevant Committee of Parliament investigates this matter and
makes recommendations to the House;

(b) Parliament directs the Auditor General to carry out a forensic audit on
the management of Soroti City Market;

AND your humble Petitioners as in duty bound will ever pray:

AND hereto your humble Petitioners have appended their signatures.
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SOROTI CITY MARKET VENDORS PETITION TO THE SPEAKER AND MEMBERS OF
PARLIAMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF UGANDA.

THROUGH THE WOMAN MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT, SOROTI CITY.

Right Honorable Speaker and

Honorable Members of Parliament,

1.0. Preamble

This petition is presented to you on behalf of the aggrieved, threatened and oppressed vendors
doing business in Soroti City main market.

Rt. Hon. Speaker and hon. Members of parliament of the republic of Uganda Soroti city market
1s among the modern markets constructed by government of Uganda under MATIP 2. The
purpose of this market is to improve business targeting the local vendors who are doing
business in Soroti main market. The strategic location of this market in Sorati city now signifies
the importance of our city to the economy of Teso. By extension, this means that its trickle-
down effect must benefit not just Soroti city but also the entire districts that surround Soroti
namely; Kumi, Ngora, Bukedea, Kaberamaido, Kalaki, Amuria, Katakwi, Serere and the country
at large.

Rt. Hon. Speaker and hon. Members because of this importance this market serves, the
government through the Ministry of Trade and Industry provided gutdelines for the operation
of the market giving vendors responsibility to organize and form a committee of all allocation of
the lock ups and together with the city authorities negotiate affordable rates in order for
fairness, transparency and manageable rates so that the objectives and goals of constructing a
modern market are achieved.

 The commiittee was given guidelines to follow during allocation. Five categaries of vendars to
benefit from the stalls included. 1. The vendors who had constructed lockups on land leased by
council. 2. The vendors who were allocated council built units on council land. 3. The vendors
renting units from those with council allocated units. 4. The vendors renting units from those
who built units on leased land from council. 5. The vendors who were sub rentees. The
committee was given 21 working days to complete its task and provide its report with a full list
of vendors who would be provided with allocation letters.

It's important for everyone, with you members of parliament occupying the driving seat in
making sure that the giant market doesn’t become a white etephant. There should be no reason
whatsoever to fail the intended goals and objectives for the establishment of this gift of a



modern market to the ordinary Uganda vendors working. The city council and the market
vendors would then sign tenancy agreements before any operations would begin.

Rt. Honarable Speaker and members of the august hause, the constitution and other laws give
you, Rt. Honorable speaker and members the right to intervene in any matter concerning the
public for purpose of achieving peace, order, development and good governance of the
country. And other than you no other person, body or association has powers to make any law,
regutation or rule except under authority conferred by this august house.

2.0. Background
Rt. Honorable speaker and honorable members, the construction of Soroti modern
market was completed in 2020 and started full operation in 2020/11/22. after
commissioning by HE. The President Gen. Yoweri Kaguta Tibuhaburwa Museveni.

This modern market structures accommodates approximately 1300 vendors. The
Market was opened to the general public and specifically to the stakeholders of the Soroti
market on the 22" November 202020 by His Excellence YTK Museveni.

The guidelines provided by the Ministry of Trade and Industry was to ensure smaoth allocation,
trade order and organized vendors under able teadership.

Rt. Honorable Speaker and Honorable members of parliament, as the concerned
vendars, we want to thank the government of republic of Uganda and H E. Gen. Yower
Tubuhaburwa Kaguta Museveni for his pragmatic and visionary leadership step in the
direction of fighting poverty in Teso and Uganda generally. For we know as a matter of
fact that this market was constructed out of the governments large goal of poverty
eradication project which to help uplift the most ordinary traders get involved in the
money market and fight poverty.

3.0. What is the problem?

Rt. Honarable speaker and members, because the procedures and guidelines were deliberately
flaunted and any attempt to raise complaints are gaged, the vendars prablems are dwindling of
working capital, collapse of businesses and many risk being arrested for defaulting in loan
payments, and violent confrontations These problems are occasioned by the following;
hijacking of the rofe of the allocation committee, absence of allocation letters and tenancy
agreements, unnecessary arrests of vendors, extortion and bribery, high rates of stalls, water
and electricity, frequent lack of electricity in the market, threats and intimidation , unwarranted
eviction of vendors among others.



These aforementioned challenges have become complete obstacle to achieving the intended

objectives for which this giant structure was established and if unattended to can turnitto a
white elephant.

1. THE ROLE OF THE ALLOCATION COMMITTEE WAS HIJACKED.
When the committee completed category 1 and 2, the PCDO deliberately halted the
operations of the committee and eventually took over the role. The allocation
committee failed to finish its work , subsequently it could not submit its report that
would contain details of vendors. As a result of hijacking the process vendors do not
have allocation and tenancy agreements setting in array of confusion in occupation.
Attempts to petition the office of the RCC worsened and magnified the problem. The
RCC also got involved in allocating stalls and throwing out bonafide occupants even after
the commissioner of trade intervened.

2. OPERATION WITHOUT ALLOCATION LETTERS AND TENANCY AGREEMENTS.
Vendors have no allocation letters and tenancy agreements with the city authortie.

Rt. Honorable speaker and honorable members allow me enumerate some of the issues that (f
not addressed promptly, urgently and with the wit, firmness it deserves, the good faith and
intention of both H.E Gen. Yoweri Kaguta Museveni and government generally will be wasted:

a. Absence of streamlined trustable leadership in the market

The semblance of leadership in the market was last constituted way before 2013. So much has
since taken place, we have not had any renewal of mandate. This condition has left the
stakeholders disenchanted especially by the chairperson who now acts as a loner, takes
decisions unilaterally and in the most dictatorial manner ever been. The loner chairperson with
his handpicked executives operate as though they are above the law. Every evidence

observable is that they are picking their orders elsewhere not on the mandate given ta them by
the vendors.

b. The legality of the market vendors’ Association
The other issue of concern is the legal stand of the market vendors’ association

¢. The gross mismanagement of the market vendors SACCO

d. Concealment of critical information that would otherwise benefit the vendors of the
market



e. Interference, connivance and intirmidation of outspoken vendors from security offices

especially the office of Resident City Commissioner, PCDO, City Clerk and the mayor's
office.

Rt. Honorable speaker and members of parliament, person occupying these offices, instead
of facilitating and overseeing the process of atlocation of stalls to rightful stakeholder have

instead become roadblock to the process. They have used their offices to allocate stalls to
their friends, relatives and agents.

f. The failure to complete the allocation and doubie altocation of stalls to some persans

4.0. Qur prayers

Rt. Honorable speaker and Honorable members of parliament; like the law dictum states, that
Justice must not only be done must be seen to be done, we wish to put forward our prayers
that we think that if granted, properly and promptly implemented, the Sarot: city will be able to

reap more than everyone ever imagined from the existence of the Soroti city market and its
vendors,;

a. Forensic audit be done immediately in the market
b. Accounts audit on the accaunts aperation of the market SACCO also be carried out
immaediately and all signatories be made to account for any iliegahties found

c. Streamline the process of leadership by cause transparent election of leaders in the
market

d. Allow the allocation committee to complete the process of validation, registration and
allacation of stalls to authenticated vendaors,

e. Audit and clarify legality of the market vendors’ Assaciation, trading on behalf of the
vendors.

f Restrain offices of RCC, PCDO and others from interference, connivance and
intimidation of vendors who are questiontng their tegal actions.

5.0. Conclusion

Rt. Honorable speaker and Honorable members of parliament, we petition on those critical
issues with unresolvable faith and trust in your capabilities office and roles. The issues in this
market are reaching a very bad level but can still be redeemed and the hest offices to handle
and reverse this bad trend is you Rt. Honorable speaker and honorable members.

The undersigned are the petitioners.
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